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November 2, 2023
To:  All Prospective Contractors
RE: “Small/Medium Composting Project Permitting, DRR23044”
Addendum No. 1 to the Request for Proposal
1. Attached is a list of all businesses that have expressed an interest in the contract to date (Attachment 1).
2.	The following questions were received during the Questions and Answers period.
	Q
	1
	The RFP consistently refers to “Small/Medium Composting Project” but neither “Small” or “Medium” is defined.  Current Title 14 regulations list four composting operation/facility types and three tiers.  But the majority of composting facilities listed in SWIS are either Notification Tier or Full Solid Waste Facility Permits. The Notification tier limits facilities to a total of 12,500 cubic yards of all feedstock, chipped and ground material, amendments, additives, active compost, and stabilized compost on-site.  Is this what is meant by “Small/Medium”?


	A
	1
	The terms small and medium composting activities are defined within the Scope of Work. Small composting activities mean activities handling up to 5,000 cubic yards of material including feedstock, compost material, additives, amendments, and finished compost, on-site at any one time.
Medium composting activities mean activities handling up to 12,500 cubic yards of material including feedstock, compost material, additives, amendments, and finished compost, on-site at any one time.

Both small and medium composting activities meet the following conditions:

●Feedstocks include agricultural material, green material, food material, and vegetative food material. 

●Operate in compliance with Environmental Health Standards as described in 14 CCR, Division 7, Chapter 3.1, Article 7, including: 

●Maximum metal concentrations and pathogen reduction pursuant to Title 14 Section 17868.3 and Section 17868.2 
●Physical contamination limits pursuant to Title 14 Section 17868.3.1  
●Utilize a Covered Aerated Static Pile (CASP) or equivalent system. 


	Q
	2
	The RFP similarly refers to the Scope of Work as “Small/Medium Composting Project Permitting”.  A composting facility filing the appropriate Notification tier forms is an “operation” not a “facility", and there is no discretionary action from CalRecycle or the LEA, so these facilities are not commonly referred to as being “permitted”.  However, we understand that this RFP seeks to understand all of the requirements for these facilities, not just those in Title 14.


	A
	2
	Operations with an Enforcement Agency (EA) Notification are regulated and inspected by Local Enforcement Agencies (LEA). A compost operation and/or facility that falls under the applicable composting regulatory tier can ONLY begin operating once the operation and/or facility receives approval and issuance of the EA Notification / Permit from the Local Enforcement Agency. The terms small and medium composting activities are defined within the Scope of Work.

As noted in the RFP, this Contract requires the Contractor to develop tools and resources to help local government entities and facility proponents identify appropriate locations for small to medium-sized compost operations; Outline potential pathways for permitting and development; collect, compile, analyze, and report data and information related to local and state land use, regulatory oversight across applicable regulatory agencies, regulations, and infrastructure requirements related to the proper development, design, and operations of small and medium compost activities; Develop best management practices to identify suitable locations; Identify regulatory challenges regarding siting, permitting, and associated costs across applicable regulatory agencies; and Provide solutions and guidance to assist with the development, design, and operation of small and medium composting activities. 



	
	
	

	Q
	3
	Can you provide a list or some examples of existing small or medium composting activities in CA?

	A
	3
	For a list of existing small or medium composting activities in California that fall under the definition in the Scope of Work, please search the CalRecycle SWIS Facility/Site Activity Search on an internet browser or visit the link: SWIS Facility/Site Activity Search (ca.gov). 

A few examples include the following composting regulatory tiers: Agricultural Material Composting Operations (14 CCR Section 17856), Green Material Composting Operations and Facilities (14 CCR Section 17857.1), Biosolids Composting at POTWs (14 CCR Section 17859.1), and Research Composting Operations (14 CCR Section 17862), and Vegetative Food Material Composting Facilities (14 CCR Section 17857.2).

	
	
	

	Q
	4
	Composting operations (and availability of municipal feedstocks) often track population density. Is the study expected to be statewide or is it possible develop priority regions of the state?

	A
	4
	The focus of the project is statewide within California. 

	
	
	

	Q
	5
	If our firm does not specifically itemize fringe benefits or overhead, would Cal Recycle accept hourly rates in the Cost Proposal Sheet for each personnel that are fully burdened, meaning our hourly rates include all fringe benefits and overhead costs.

	A
	5
	This is acceptable if it is so noted in the fringe benefits and overhead costs columns for those personnel with a notation like “Included in Hourly Rate.”

	
	
	

	Q
	6
	Is there flexibility in project duration? Two to three additional months?

	A
	6
	The contract timeline is fixed as noted in the RFP.

	
	
	

	Q
	7
	Are the funds being used for this project part of Federal Grant?

	A
	7
	This funding is not part of any federal grant. This funding was the result of a Budget Change Proposal for the $768 million General Fund Nature-Based Solutions submitted by the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) in 2022/23 and is General Fund money allocated to state agencies by the Legislature. CalRecycle received an appropriation for $7.5 million for a Compost Permitting Pilot Program from the $768 million package of investments known as Nature-Based Solutions. CalRecycle requested $500,000 of the allocation for an initial contract to identify challenges and barriers to permitting and to develop tools, including a composting programmatic environmental impact report if warranted, and other best management practices (BMPs) for siting and permitting small to medium compost facilities from FY 2022-23. 

	
	
	

	Q
	8
	Is the minimum of twenty-five percent (25%) California OSDS Certified Small Businesses (SB) mandatory, or is it only used for the incentive calculation?

	A
	8
	Twenty-five percent (25%) of the winning prime contractor contract dollars is mandatory and must be subcontracted to a California Certified Small Business.



All other terms, conditions, and requirements of this Request for Proposal will remain the same. 
If you have any questions relating to this solicitation process, please contact me by e-mail at contracts@calrecycle.ca.gov.
Sincerely,
Nadine Mills
Contract Analyst
Administrative Services Branch
[Type here]
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Interested Parties Listing For RFP(S) DRR23044
CalRecycle has not confirmed the certification status of firms who have identified themselves as CA Certified Small Business (SB) or Disabled Veterans Business Enterprise (DVBE).

	Contact Name
	E-Mail
	Company
	Address
	Business Description
	SB
	DVBE
	Interested as Prime
	Interested as Sub

	Matthew Cotton
	matt@mattcotton .com
	IWMC
	50 E. Scenic Avenue, Richmond, CA 94801
	IWMC has provided professional consulting services to public and private clients in CA since 1995.
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	Depika Vidyarthi
	dvidyarthi@scsengineers.com
	SCS Engineers
	3900 Kilroy Airport Way, Ste. 100, 
Long Beach, CA 90808
	SCS is an environmental engineering consulting firm, helping clients optimize solid waste operations and environmental controls. Established on the first Earth Day in April 1970, SCS is headquartered in Long Beach, CA. Our work comes from public and private sector clients; we provide comprehensive solid waste services, including waste characterization studies, zero waste plans, collection and disposal analyses, and community outreach and engagement programs to encourage responsible waste reduction, reuse, and recycling.
	No
	No
	No
	Yes




Interested Parties Listing For RFP(S) DRR23044
CalRecycle has not confirmed the certification status of firms who have identified themselves as CA Certified Small Business 
	Contact Name
	E-Mail
	Company
	Address
	Business Description
	SB
	DVBE
	Interested as Prime
	Interested as Sub

	Jacob Whall
	jwhall@americanhydroseed.com
	American Hydroseed
	41856 Ivy St., Ste. 109 Murrieta, CA 92562
	None provided
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Source Management
	SourceManagement2@onvia.com
	Onvia
	509 Olive Way, 
Ste. 400
Seattle, WA 98101
	None provided
	No
	No
	No
	No

	Donna Smith
	donna.smith@tetratech.com
	Tetra Tech
	21700 Copley Drive
Ste 200
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
	None provided
	No
	No
	Yes
	No


 (SB) (SB) or Disabled Veterans Business Enterprise (DVBE).
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