
Preventing food from rotting in landfills is one of the fastest, more effective ways 

California can fight climate change.  

Every year, our state throws away about 1.8 billion unsold, still fresh meals. During 

COVID hunger tripled in California. Now, 1 in 5 Californians does not have enough to 

eat.  

To cut waste that causes landfill methane emissions California’s climate law going into 

effect on January 1st requires wholesalers, grocery stores and other food businesses 

donate their surplus, still fresh food to Californians in need. 

Luis Yepiz, Senior Manager of Wholesale Recovery Program at Food Forward: “What 

we do is we go ahead and collect all of the donations available throughout here in the 

LA area and the growing areas of Southern California and we aggregate it and 

consolidate it and give mixed loads of produce to our recipient agencies.” 

CalRecycle’s food recovery grants have already directed 142 million meals to 

Californians in need since they started in 2018. 

 

 

 

 


