
THE TRASH POLLUTING OUR OCEANS AND WARMING OUR PLANET IS A 

PROBLEM WE CAN NO LONGER IGNORE.  

CALIFORNIA THROWS AWAY 40 MILLION TONS OF MATERIALS EVERY YEAR. 

RESOURCES EXTRACTED FROM OUR PLANET – DESIGNED TO BE USED ONCE 

– THEN SENT ON A ONE-WAY, DISPOSABLE JOURNEY FROM MANUFACTURING 

PLANT TO TRASH PILE. WASTE– WARMING OUR PLANET, CONTRIBUTING TO 

CLIMATE CHANGE, AND POLLUTING OUR LAND, WATER ...EVEN THE AIR WE 

BREATHE.  

WITH CALIFORNIA ALREADY EXPERIENCING THE DEVASTATING IMPACTS OF 

THE CLIMATE CRISIS – IT’S TIME FOR THE STATE TO DO WHAT IT DOES BEST – 

INNOVATE. 

A NEW MOVEMENT IS ALREADY UNDERWAY IN CALIFORNIA. 

IT’S CALLED A CIRCULAR ECONOMY – A SYSTEM WHERE EVERY PRODUCT 

AND RESOURCE - WHETHER IT’S FOOD, CLOTHES, BUILDINGS OR VEHICLES – 

EVERY “THING” - IS DESIGNED TO LAST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE - AND AT THE 

END OF ITS USE – CYCLE OR LOOP BACK INTO THE SYSTEM FOR A VALUABLE 

NEXT LIFE. 

A NEW MODEL, REDUCING AND EVEN ELIMINATING WASTE – CREATING 

GREEN JOBS – AND CUTTING DOWN ON GREENHOUSE GASSES. 

CALIFORNIA WANTS TO BE A LEADER IN CREATING THIS “REMANUFACTURING, 

CIRCULAR  ECONOMY.” 

CALRECYCLE ALREADY OVERSEES PROGRAMS TO RECYCLE PRODUCTS LIKE: 

BOTTLES, CANS, MATRESSES, USED OIL AND PAINT… 

THE DEPARTMENT IS NOW WORKING WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO RECYCLE 

FOOD AND YARD WASTE INTO GREEN PRODUCTS LIKE COMPOST AND CLEAN 

ENERGY.  

CALRECYCLE’S NEW DIVISION OF THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY WILL OVERSEE 

INDUSTRY-RUN RECYCLING PROGRAMS WHILE BUILDING OUT THE STATE’S 

REUSE AND REMANUFACTURING SYSTEM  WITH MARKET DEVELOPMENT. 

THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY DIVISION WILL IMPLEMENT CALIFORNIA’S NEW 

PLASTIC POLLUTION AND PACKAGING REDUCTION LAW AND OVERSEE ALL OF 

CALRECYCLE’S EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY PROGRAMS.  

IT WILL ALSO ENSURE THAT THE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES FUNDING FOR THE 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN CONCERT WITH ALL CALRECYCLE PROGRAMS. 

THE DIVISION WILL ALSO WORK WITH THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF BUSINESS 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OR “GO-BIZ” - TO RECRUIT AND SUPPORT 



BUSNESSES DEVELOPING GREEN TECHNOLOGIES TO RE-USE, RECYCLE, AND 

REMANUFACTURE PRODUCTS. 

COMBINING STATE SERVICES WITH CALRECYCLE SUPPORT THAT HAS 

ALREADY HELPED A NUMBER OF BUSINESSES  

• – INCLUDING THE WORLD’S FIRST PAPER BOTTLE MANUFACTURER – 

AND COMPANIES USING CARDBOARD ALTERNATIVES TO SIX-PACK 

RINGS AND REPLACEMENTS FOR PLASTIC FILM.  

RECYCLING PROGRAMS FOR MORE MATERIALS AND SUPPORT FOR GREEN 

INNOVATION WILL  BUILD CALIFORNIA’S CIRCULAR ECONOMY, WITH MORE 

GREEN JOBS, AND LESS POLLUTION AND TRASH.  

 

 


