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Disclaimer
This communication is neither intended to, nor does it constitute definitive legal counseling, 
conclusions, or advice in any way. Instead, the contents of this communication and any analysis, 
guidance, or other information is intended to objectively address the question(s) presented 
based on the current existing, known facts and legal authority as described to and understood by 
the author and/or CalRecycle at the time of this communication. Please be advised that any 
relevant facts or legal authority or authorities that are undisclosed or unknown at the time of this 
communication may affect or alter any analysis, guidance, or other information herein. Please be 
further advised that any analysis, guidance, or other information herein may be subject to 
change and/or correction based on changed facts or legal authority, actual or understood, 
subsequent to the time of this communication. No analysis, guidance, or other information herein 
should be construed as a waiver of any rights or remedies available to CalRecycle. Recipients of 
this communication are encouraged to seek the assistance of legal counsel to comply with 
applicable state law based on current facts and circumstances.
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Outline

• Background
• Purpose of Presentation
• Changes
• Q&A
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Background

• CalRecycle implemented a rulemaking in 2023 to update the RDRS 
regulations: Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Sections 
18815.1 – 18815.13

• Updates were approved January 23, 2024 
• Effective April 1, 2024

• But note: Some changes written to take effect 2025 Q1
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Purpose

• Overview RDRS updates, including user interface (UI)
• For more detailed information on regulations, see:

• 2023/2024 rulemaking archive
• May 2024 webinar on the updated regulations
• March 2025 webinar on the updated UI
• Regulation text
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https://calrecycle.ca.gov/laws/rulemaking/rdrsupdates/
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/PublicNotices/Details/5416
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/rdreporting/training/#:%7E:text=6/3/2025)-,SB%20343%20and%20AB%20881%20RDRS%20Reporting%20Requirements,-On%20March%2020
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=IB5C48F505B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)


RDRS Changes

• Status Changes
• Solid Waste Information System (SWIS) Information
• Collection Method
• Mixed Plastic Waste Export
• Sharing Origins
• Constituent Material Types
• Some Omitted Topics
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Status Changes 

• Entities may become inactive or exempt from RDRS reporting
• 18815.3(g) and (h) explain process to request inactivity or 

exemption
• Updates to regulations (effective 2024 Q2) explain that (for all 

entities):
• Requests cannot be backdated before the date of the request 
 submit requests when an entity’s status changes!

• Requests will not be approved if any required quarterly reports 
are missing
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SWIS

• SWIS Number and SWIS Activity Type required as of the end of 
2025 Q1

• If your reporting entity does not have a SWIS number, then no 
action required

• If your reporting entity does have a SWIS number, then you must 
enter your SWIS Number and Activity Type by March 31, 2025 
(end of 2025 Q1)
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SWIS Information – UI
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CalRecycle
Comment on Text
If your facility is not a T/P or a disposal facility, then you will also see a prompt asking you if you have a SWIS ID.



Collection Method

• Collection Method
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Collection Method (CM) – What?

• Refers to source of material in terms of source sector, segregation 
extent, and stream (18815.2(a)(10.5))

• Ex: contract-hauled commercial mixed solid waste
• CalRecycle previously published a list of the CM

• Entities, excluding food waste self haulers, will report tons by CM 
for recovery-related purposes starting 2025 Q1

• Recycler/composters, transfer/processors, disposal facilities  
CM for material received

• Contract haulers, broker/transporters  CM for material sent
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https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Docs/Web/129096
CalRecycle
Comment on Text
When you report CM for material received, you are doing so for total inflow. If you receive 2,000 tons of solid waste, which you process to recover materials, and you recover 500 tons of recyclables, then you would report 2,000 tons for collection method (not 500).



Collection Method – UI

• RDRS has a new tab, “Collection Methods”
• Complete Methods box (how you determined collection method 

tons)
• Report tons for relevant collection methods
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Collection Method – “Method(s)” box

• Choose one or more methods
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Collection Method – Enter Tons

• Collection Methods (CM) are 
grouped into four tables

• Contract-hauled commercial
• Contract-hauled residential
• Self-hauled
• Received from reporting entity 

other than contract haulers
• Enter tons for relevant methods
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CalRecycle
Comment on Text
Contract haulers will not see Tables 3 and 4.



Mixed Plastic Waste Export

• Mixed Plastic Waste Export
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Mixed Plastic Waste Export – What?

• Mixed plastic waste (MPW) is a mixture of plastic, except:
• Mixtures that are solely #1 (PET), #2 (HDPE), or/and #5 (PP). PRC 

41821.5
• Mixtures of solid waste or green material sent to landfill beneficial 

reuse. Title 14, CCR, 18815.2(a)(38.5)
• Starting 2025 Q1, entities, excluding food waste self haulers, will report:

• Tons of mixed plastic waste exported with material type, but “export” 
excludes Canada, Mexico, and tribal lands in the US

• Origins for exported tons as a whole (not by destination or material)
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Mixed Plastic Waste Export – UI

• On outflows tab, RDRS has a 
new material stream, Mixed 
Plastic Waste Export

• RDRS also has a new tab, 
Mixed Plastic Waste Export 
Origins
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Mixed Plastic Waste Export – Outflows

• Mixed plastic waste export outflow 
requires destination country, 
material type, and tons
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CalRecycle
Comment on Text
The country drop-down will exclude Canada and Mexico.

CalRecycle
Comment on Text
The material type drop-down will show only mixed plastic material types.



Mixed Plastic Waste Export – More Outflows

• Additional outflows to 
the same destination can 
be added after saving 
the first material type.
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Mixed Plastic Waste Export – Origins 
Method(s) Box

• Select methods used to determine origins (T/Ps will do so on Outflows 
tab)
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Mixed Plastic Waste Export – Origins Tons

• Enter jurisdictions of origin for total mixed plastic waste export outflow

• Click “Add Jurisdiction”. Choose a value from the Jurisdiction, State, 
Country, or Tribal Land drop-downs. Enter tons (percent will auto-
calculate). Click Save. Repeat as needed.
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Origins

• Sharing Origins
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Sharing Origins – Haulers

• Starting 2024 Q2, self haulers and contract haulers:
• Provide jurisdictions of origin for all material sent, not just 

solid waste, to destination entities
• See 18815.4(a) and 18815.4(c)
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Sharing Origins – T/Ps and Disposal

• Starting 2024 Q2, transfer/processors and disposal facilities:
• Provide to recipients the jurisdictions of origin for 

recycling/composting and certain other material streams, if 
requested by the recipient (18815.1(h)(1) and (2), 
18815.6(g)(1) and (2))

• If origins for residuals can be tracked to origin location, “host 
assignment” to location of processing facility no longer 
required (18815.9(b)(2.4) and (3))
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Sharing Origins – Recycler/Composters 
and Broker/Transporters
• Starting 2024 Q2, recycler/composters and broker/transporters:

• Provide to recipients the jurisdictions of origin for 
recycling/composting and certain other material streams, if the 
sending entity elects to do so (18815.7(g)(1), 18815.8(d)(1))

• If origins for residuals can be tracked to origin location, “host 
assignment” to location of processing facility not required 
(18815.9(b)(2.4) and (3))
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Sharing Origins – Mixed Plastic Waste

• Starting 2025 Q1, all entities:
• Provide to recipients the jurisdictions of origin for mixed plastic 

waste sent (18815.4(a), 18815.4(c), 18815.5(h)(3), 
18815.6(g)(3), 18815.7(g)(2), and 18815.8(d)(2))
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Constituent Material Types

• Constituent Material Types
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Constituent Materials – What?

• Certain material flows in RDRS (e.g., recycling/composting 
outflows) require material type information

• For only these streams, starting 2025 Q1, “if a reporting entity 
reports material that is not homogenous or not an individual 
grade of material type, then the reporting entity shall identify the 
specific materials within that mixture” – 18815.9(a)(2)(D)

• RDRS materials that will require “specific materials” (i.e., 
constituents) are designated as “heterogeneous.” See the 
published list of material types for these designations
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https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Docs/Web/115698


Constituent Materials – UI

• If heterogeneous parent 
material is chosen, 
constituent materials box will 
appear 

• Entities can certify that they 
do not have information on 
specific materials

• Reporting constituents will 
not require tons
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Constituent Materials – Selection

• Either certify that you don’t know
the constituents, OR

• Click “Add Constituent Material” to
add constituent materials

• Outflows with different constituents
should be reported separately
(e.g., you can enter multiple
outflows of “mixed recyclables” to
one destination if the constituents
differ)
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CalRecycle
Comment on Text
For a single outflow, include any constituents that are sorted into the outflow by design or specification. Each outflow that has a different set of constituent materials should be its own outflow.



Omitted Topics

• Some Omitted Topics
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Some Omitted Topics

• Did not cover all regulatory changes in this presentation
• A few examples of omitted topics

• Alternative methods require approval
• Brokering/transporting outflows reported by region when 

received out of CA
• Determining material stream for inflows
• Recycling can be released publicly if aggregated by jurisdiction

• See 2023/2024 rulemaking archive for all changes
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https://calrecycle.ca.gov/laws/rulemaking/rdrsupdates/


Data QA/QC

• As with existing reporting, for the new reporting discussed here:
• CalRecycle will review submitted information to identify errors
• Will reach out to entities for additional information to ensure 

accuracy
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Thank you!

For Further Information and to Stay 
Informed:

Sign-up for the RDRS Listserv: 
Subscribe

Visit the RDRS Website: 
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/rdreporting/

Email the RDRS Help Team: 
RDRS@CalRecycle.ca.gov
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CALRECYCLE/subscriber/new?topic_id=CALRECYCLE_28
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/rdreporting/
mailto:RDRS@CalRecycle.ca.gov
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