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December 15, 2025 

NOTICE 

To:  All Interested Parties 

Subject: 2026 Processing Fees for Beverage Manufacturers 

Section 14575 of the Public Resources Code (PRC) requires the Department of 
Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) to establish a processing payment 
and a processing fee for any beverage container type with a scrap value less than the 
cost of recycling. This notice announces the 2026 processing fee for each beverage 
container type in Table 1 – 2026 Processing Fees for Beverage Manufacturers 
(attached). Table 1 also provides details on the inputs used for calculating the 
processing fee for each beverage container type. 

Pursuant to PRC Section 14575, the calculations of the 2026 processing payments are 
based on the difference between the scrap values offered to recyclers and the sum of 
the actual costs of recycling for certified recycling centers, excluding centers receiving 
handling fees, plus a reasonable financial return. In addition, a cost-of-living adjustment 
is applied to the 2026 calculations. 

California Code of Regulations Section 2975 was amended in 2024, setting the 
reasonable financial return for processing payment calculations at 10 percent for the 
calendar year 2026. 

CalRecycle determined scrap values for the processing payment and processing fee 
calculations based on the average scrap values paid to recyclers for each beverage 
container type for the period between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025. 

PRC Section 14575(d) requires that a processing fee equal 65 percent of the 
processing payment except for as noted in PRC Section 14575(e). Pursuant to 
PRC Section 14575(e), CalRecycle adjusts the processing fees by a specified 
percentage of the processing payment and based on the recycling rate of a beverage 
container type. 

Senate Bill 1013 (Atkins, Chapter 610, Statutes of 2022) and Senate Bill 353 (Dodd, 
Chapter 868, Statutes of 2023) amended PRC Section 14575(k), respectively, 
stipulating that the processing fee and processing payment for wine or distilled spirits 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1013
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB353
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB353
https://www.CalRecycle.ca.gov
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contained in a beverage container that is a box, bladder, or pouch, or similar container 
be equal to the processing fee and processing payment for HDPE beverage containers. 
PRC Section 14575(k) becomes inoperative on January 1, 2026. Effective 
January 1, 2026, the processing fee and processing payment for the new beverage 
containers (bag-in-box [BIB], multilayer pouch [MLP], and paperboard carton [PC]) will 
be paid at the rate as noted in Table 1 – 2026 Processing Fees for Beverage 
Manufacturers (attached). 

PRC Section 14575(j) directs CalRecycle to reduce total processing fees for glass and 
PET plastic if sufficient surplus funds remain in the respective processing fee accounts 
and if the recycling rates equaled or exceeded 45 percent in the preceding calendar 
year. Since sufficient funds are in the processing fee accounts and the recycling rates 
are above 45 percent, a $2 million reduction for glass and PET plastic will be provided. 

Pursuant to PRC Section 14575(g)(1), beverage manufacturers shall pay applicable 
processing fees for each container sold or transferred to a distributor or dealer within 
40 days of the sale. 

For further information on the determination of processing fees, please contact the 
Statistical Information Section, Division of Recycling, at (916) 323-5778. If you have any 
questions concerning processing fee reporting requirements, please contact your 
assigned account representative in the Participant Management Unit at (916) 323-1837. 

Updated information regarding the program is available on CalRecycle’s website at 
Beverage Container Recycling - CalRecycle Home Page. 

Sincerely, 

Zoe Heller 
Director 

Attachment 

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/BevContainer/
https://www.CalRecycle.ca.gov


(Effective January 1, 2026) 
Material Type Glass PET HDPE Vinyl LDPE PP PS Other BiMetal WDS-BIB WDS-MLP WDS-PC 
Cost of Recycling per Ton with Reasonable 
Financial Return & COLA 258.52 $     753.81 $     1,536.58 $  2,416.83 $  3,447.81 $  3,093.16 $  1,915.94 $  2,099.22 $  1,936.77 $  1,505.69 $  1,505.69 $  1,505.69 $  
Scrap Value per Ton $6.20 273.02 $     296.54 $     -$           1.51 $         5.32 $         3.12 $         1.88 $         15.57 $       5.56 $         5.56 $         5.56 $         
Processing Payment per Ton 252.32 $     480.79 $     1,240.04 $  2,416.83 $  3,446.30 $  3,087.84 $  1,912.82 $  2,097.34 $  1,921.20 $  1,500.13 $  1,500.13 $  1,500.13 $  
Processing Payment per Pound 0.12616 $   0.24039 $   0.62002 $   1.20842 $   1.72315 $   1.54392 $   0.95641 $   1.04867 $   0.96060 $   0.75007 $   0.75007 $   0.75007 $   
Containers per Pound 1.79 26.70 9.30 9.70 39.70 11.20 109.00 3.10 8.60 1.50 17.40 17.10 
Manufacturers' Percentage of Processing 
Payment 13% 11% 13% 65% 65% 11% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 
Processing Fee Pursuant to Section 14575(f) 0.00916 $   0.00099 $   0.00867 $   0.08098 $   0.02821 $   0.01516 $   0.00570 $   0.21988 $   0.07260 $   0.32503 $   0.02802 $   0.02851 $   
Section 14575(j) Processing Fee Reduction 0.00061 $   0.00014 $   -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           -$           
Processing Fee per Container 0.00855 $   0.00085 $   0.00867 $   0.08098 $   0.02821 $   0.01516 $   0.00570 $   0.21988 $   0.07260 $   0.32503 $   0.02802 $   0.02851 $   
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