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LEGISLATION
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• Legislation was passed in 2022 expanding the Covered Electronic Waste 
(CEW) Recycling Program to include CBEPs

• CalRecycle conducted rulemaking to implement SB 1215: 
• Established a covered battery-embedded waste recycling fee

• Developed regulations to implement SB 1215 and modernize the program

• Implementation Timeline:
• January 1, 2026: consumers begin paying the recycling fee for CBEPs

• January 1, 2026: collectors can begin recovering CBEP CEW to be eligible for 
payments (collection cannot start before)

• April 1, 2026: recyclers can begin submitting payment claims for CBEP CEW 
collected on or after January 1, 2026

Senate Bill (SB) 1215
Covered Battery-Embedded Products (CBEPs)

4



SB 1215 Definitions Related to CBEPs

• A “Covered Electronic Waste” means a covered electronic device that is discarded.

• “Covered electronic device” means either of the following two categories:

• (A) …a video display device containing a screen greater than four inches, 

measured diagonally, that is identified in the regulations adopted by DTSC.

• Video display devices comprise two categories: CRT and non-CRT

• (B) Any covered battery-embedded product, as defined in subdivision (f).

• “Covered battery-embedded product” is a product containing a battery from which the 

battery is not designed to be easily removed from the product by the user of the product 

with no more than commonly used household tools.” 
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List of Covered Video 
Display Devices 

(These are not CBEPs 
even if they have an 
embedded battery.)

1. Cathode ray tube containing devices (CRT 
devices)

2. Cathode ray tubes (CRTs)

3. Computer monitors containing CRTs

4. Laptop computers with liquid crystal display (LCD)

5. LCD containing desktop monitors

6. Televisions containing CRTs

7. Televisions containing LCD screens

8. Plasma televisions

9. Portable DVD players with LCD screens

10. OLED-containing televisions;

11. OLED-containing laptop computers;

12. OLED-containing tablets;

13. OLED-containing desktop monitors;

14. LCD-containing tablets; and

15. LCD-containing smart displays
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Devices Excluded from the Definition 
of CBEP 

• Certain medical devices used or 

prescribed in healthcare settings

• Video display devices that are covered 

electronic devices 

(Can't claim a VDD as a CBEP or the 

same device twice, as a VDD and CBEP)

• Energy storage systems

• Electronic nicotine delivery systems,  

which include electronic cannabis vaping 

devices 
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Devices Excluded from the Definition
of CBEP (continued)

Motor Vehicle Exclusion

• A motor vehicle is not a covered battery-embedded 

product. 

• “Motor vehicle” does not include any of the following: 

• (i) A motorized scooter. 

• (ii) A motorized skateboard.

• (iii) A motorized hoverboard.
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COVERED BATTERY 
EMBEDDED PRODUCTS

REGULATIONS
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SB 1215 Regulations:
Definitions Related to CBEPs

The regulations clarified the SB 1215 statutory definition of a “covered 
battery-embedded product” by further defining the following:

• "Commonly used household tools” or “common household tools”

• “Designed to be easily removed from a product by the user of the 
product, with no more than commonly used household tools” 
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"Common household 

tools" means tools that 

most people have at 

home.

These are considered common 

household tools:

• Flathead, crosshead, and Phillips 

screwdrivers

• Paper clips

• Coins

• Hex keys (also called Allen wrenches)

These are not considered 

common household tools:

• Tools like hammers, mallets, scissors, pliers, 

knives, ratchets, saws, or chisels

• Special screwdrivers that: 
• Can’t be bought by the general public

• Are only made for one brand or company

• Are protected by a U.S. patent

• Tools that are only given to: 
• People who buy a certain product

• Employees or contractors of a company

• People with a special license or certificate

• Tools that need batteries, electricity, or fuel to 

work

• Tools that need heat, chemicals, or a lot of force 

to remove a battery from a product
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What “Easily Removed by the User” 

Means 
A battery is “easily removed by the user” if it can 

be taken out of a product by the person using it, 

using only common household tools (like a 

screwdriver), and without needing special skills or 

training.  

Examples of Batteries That Are Easily 

Removed:

• Marketed for removal.  

• Instructions or warranty allow it
• No tools needed so the battery can be pulled 

out by hand.  

If the product has a key, app, or lock to stop 

theft or tampering—but not to stop the user from 
removing the battery—then it still counts as easily 

removable.

What Does Not Count as Easily Removed?  
If the battery is glued in or attached in a way that 

needs special tools or a trained technician to remove 

it, it does not count as easily removable.

Special Cases
Even if a battery seems removable, it does not 

count as easily removable if either:  

1. The tool required to remove the battery is 

not a common household tool and using a 
common tool would void (cancel) the 

product’s warranty.

    or

2.   The product has a label, manual, or 

notice       that tells users not to remove the 
battery,        even if they could do it with 

common tools.  
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Manufacturer CBEP Decision Tree
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Manufacturer Notice Guidance

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/electronics/embeddedbatteries/noticeguide/


List of CBEPs Sold in California

CalRecycle compiled a list of products from 

notices sent to CalRecycle by 

manufacturers. 

Questions about specific product 

determinations should be directed to 

manufacturers. 

Both lists are linked to the right, but can also 

be found on our webpage:

Manufacturer Notice Guidance - 

CalRecycle Home Page

• The PDF Table document consolidates 

the data from the Manufacturer Notices 

into an easy-to-read chart

• Categories of products

• Manufacturer and brand names, and

• Examples of products in each category.

• The Notices Excel spreadsheet is a 

sortable list of all noticed products from 

copies of the Manufacturer Notice. 
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Example of Manufacturer PDF Table Notice
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Example of Manufacturer Notices Excel 
Spreadsheet 
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CEW Collector Requirements

SB 1215 Regulations have not fundamentally changed existing requirements for an approved 

collector. 

• CBEP is a type of CEW and not a separate category from CEW, existing CEW 

collection requirements apply to CBEPs.

• Approved collectors must document CBEPs recovered. 

• Designated Approved Collectors (DACs) and Local Governments approved collectors are 

exempt from:

• Documenting the names and addresses of the California sources but are still required 

to provide other documentation related to circumstances of collection and if 5 or more 

units are collected from a nonresidential source, the name and address of the source 

must be provided.

• Note: If there are changes in collection locations and/or method of collection, the 

scope of the Designation needs to be modified. 
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SB 1215 Regulations Changes

• Definition of “California Source”:

• “California Source” means persons, as defined in Section 42463(r) of the Public Resources Code,  
who generate CEW after their own use of a  Covered Electronic 

• Device within the State of California. Persons who receive, accumulate, consolidate, store, or 
otherwise handle discarded, donated or collected CEW are not the California sources of those CEW. 

• For purposes of this chapter, “use” or “using” means operating the Covered Electronic Device in a 

manner consistent with ownership, including business or personal ownership, or the leasing of a 

Covered Electronic Device so long as the lessees operate the Covered Electronic Device within the 
State of California. 

• Collectors must record the number of CBEP CEW collected (in addition to the number of CRT CEW 

and non-CRT CEW) on the collection logs. 

• Collectors are no longer required to record the estimated weights of the CEW collected on the 

collection logs. 
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Questions

If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask 
in one of the following ways:

• Raise your hand and the host 
will unmute you.

oT

• Type your question into the 
Q&A feature of this meeting, 
under More.
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UPDATED COLLECTOR 
FORMS FOR PAYMENT 

CLAIMS
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Reminder - Revised Application Forms

If a collector or dual entity intends to begin collecting CBEP CEW on 

January 1, 2026, or after, it must update the information in the application:

• A collector application (CalRecycle 186C): see page 4 for the “battery-

embedded product CEW” type checkbox

• A dual entity application (CalRecycle 186D): see page 5 for the “battery-

embedded product CEW” type checkbox

• Submit 30 calendar days prior to the effective date of any proposed 

changes. 

• CalRecycle revised application forms to include CBEP CEW can be found on 

the CalRecycle Forms and Information Supporting Participation webpage.
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CBEP Collector Information Update

• The new application forms are best suited 

for new applicants and renewals for 

existing participants. 

• If you are already an approved collector, 

not in the renewal cycle, and your 

intention is to only add collection of CBEP, 

use the collector update template that 

was provided on November 14, 2025.

• Changes must be sent electronically: 

ewasteapplications@calrecycle.ca.gov
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Changes to Approved Collector Forms

• CalRecycle updated the existing payment claims forms that are used by 

collectors and recyclers to include the additions and revisions made by SB 1215 

Covered Battery-Embedded Products Emergency Regulations. 

• The following forms are posted on our website:
• Covered Electronic Waste Transfer Receipt (CalRecycle 197)

• Covered Electronic Waste Transfer Summary (CalRecycle 197S)

• Covered Electronic Waste Collection Log (CalRecycle 198)

• Covered Electronic Waste Source Anonymous Collection Log (CalRecycle 198SA)

• Starting January 1, 2026, CBEP CEW are eligible to be collected as part of the 

CEW Recycling Program and these updated collection and transfer forms can be 

used by collectors. 
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Changes to Transfer Receipt (Form 197)
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Changes to Collection Log (Form 198)
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Changes to Source Anonymous 
Collection Log (Form 198SA)
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Questions

If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask 
in one of the following ways:

• Raise your hand and the host 
will unmute you.

oT

• Type your question into the 
Q&A feature of this meeting, 
under More.
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FUTURE 
TRAININGS AND 

OUTREACH
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Recycler Forms

CalRecycle will post the updated recycler 

forms in January 2026: 

• Worksheet A - CRT (CalRecycle 196A)

• Worksheet B - Non-CRT (CalRecycle 196B)

• Worksheet C - CBEP (CalRecycle 196C): 

new

 

Forms will be available at Forms and 

Information Supporting Participation in the 

Covered Electronic Waste Recycling Program - 

CalRecycle Home Page
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Important Dates

January 1, 2026: Collection of CBEP CEW began.

January 28, 2026: Recycler training webinar. The webinar will be recorded and posted on 

our website.

March 2026: Webinar to assist with electronic payment claim submissions. Recyclers will 

be notified on the specific date once the date is set.

April 1, 2026:

• Payment claims for CBEP CEW collected on or after January 1, 2026, may be submitted.  

• All payment claims (CRT CEW, non-CRT CEW, and CBEP CEW) must be submitted 

electronically through CalRecycle's website.

• CalRecycle is currently building the submittal system through our CEWIS database.

30



Future Education Campaign
CalRecycle is in the process of developing a consumer campaign for CBEPs. 

Goal is to educate consumers on:

• Why consumers pay the fee

• What are CBEPs

• Why it is important not to throw embedded battery products away

• Fire related incidents

• Recovery of precious metals

• Building the circular economy

• Where to recycle

Accomplished through:

• Advertising

• Social Media

• Flyers

Rollout:

• 2027

• 2–3-year education campaign
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Embedded Batteries, Embedded Dangers 

Many everyday items contain embedded batteries that can spark fires in trash and 

recycling bins. 

   

  
 

 



QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS
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CBEPs Questions and Answers (Q&A)

• To assist regulated stakeholders, such as 
manufacturers, retailers, approved 
collectors, and approved recyclers, 
CalRecycle developed a new webpage 
and a question and answer (Q&A) 
document.

• Manufacturer Notice Guidance webpage 

• The questions in the Q&A are from 
inquiries that CalRecycle received from 
stakeholders, and we will continue to add 
to the list of Q&As. Whenever CalRecycle 
posts an updated Q&A, a listserv will be 
sent out to inform stakeholders. 
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Questions

If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask 
in one of the following ways:

• Raise your hand and the host 
will unmute you.

oT

• Type your question into the 
Q&A feature of this meeting, 
under More.
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Disclaimer:

This communication is neither intended to, nor does it constitute 

definitive legal counseling, conclusions, or advice in any way. 

Instead, the contents of this communication and any analysis, 

guidance, or other information is intended to objectively address the 

questions presented based on the current existing, known facts and 
legal authority as described to and understood by the author and/or 

CalRecycle at the time of this communication. Please be advised 

that any relevant facts or legal authority or authorities that are 

undisclosed or unknown at the time of this communication may 

affect or alter any analysis, guidance, or other information herein. 
Please be further advised that any analysis, guidance, or other 

information herein may be subject to change and/or correction 

based on changed facts or legal authority, actual or understood, 

subsequent to the time of this communication. No analysis, 

guidance, or other information herein should be construed as a 
waiver of any rights or remedies available to CalRecycle. Recipients 

of this communication are encouraged to seek the assistance of 

legal counsel to comply with applicable state law based on current 

facts and circumstances.
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PARTICIPATION!

For Questions:  EwasteClaims@CalRecycle.ca.gov

36

mailto:EwasteClaims@CalRecycle.ca.gov

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Collector Training Webinar for SB1215 Covered Battery-Embedded Products Regulations Implementation
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: LEGISLATION
	Slide 4: Senate Bill (SB) 1215 Covered Battery-Embedded Products (CBEPs)
	Slide 5: SB 1215 Definitions Related to CBEPs
	Slide 6: List of Covered Video Display Devices  (These are not CBEPs even if they have an embedded battery.) 
	Slide 7: Devices Excluded from the Definition  of CBEP 
	Slide 8: Devices Excluded from the Definition  of CBEP (continued)
	Slide 9: COVERED BATTERY EMBEDDED PRODUCTS REGULATIONS
	Slide 10: SB 1215 Regulations: Definitions Related to CBEPs
	Slide 11:  
	Slide 12:  
	Slide 13: Manufacturer CBEP Decision Tree
	Slide 14: List of CBEPs Sold in California
	Slide 15: Example of Manufacturer PDF Table Notice
	Slide 16: Example of Manufacturer Notices Excel Spreadsheet 
	Slide 17: CEW Collector Requirements
	Slide 18: SB 1215 Regulations Changes
	Slide 19: Questions  If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask in one of the following ways: 
	Slide 20: UPDATED COLLECTOR FORMS FOR PAYMENT CLAIMS
	Slide 21: Reminder - Revised Application Forms 
	Slide 22: CBEP Collector Information Update
	Slide 23: Changes to Approved Collector Forms
	Slide 24: Changes to Transfer Receipt (Form 197)
	Slide 25: Changes to Collection Log (Form 198)
	Slide 26: Changes to Source Anonymous Collection Log (Form 198SA)
	Slide 27: Questions  If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask in one of the following ways: 
	Slide 28: FUTURE TRAININGS AND OUTREACH
	Slide 29: Recycler Forms
	Slide 30: Important Dates
	Slide 31: Future Education Campaign
	Slide 32: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
	Slide 33: CBEPs Questions and Answers (Q&A)
	Slide 34: Questions  If you would like to ask a question about what was covered so far, you can ask in one of the following ways: 
	Slide 35: Disclaimer: 
	Slide 36: THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!


