
RDRS Bulletin 2026-01 
Subject: How to report organic material sent to composting facilities for 
processing 

Summary 

Pursuant to the RDRS Regulations (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Article 

9.25, Sections 18815.1 et seq.), organic material sent to a composting facility or 

operation (compostable material handling facility, in-vessel digestion facility, etc.) must 

be reported in RDRS. When doing so, reporting entities shall report materials at the 

level of segregation at the time they were sold or transferred. RDRS staff have 

encountered several instances in which reporting entities have likely misclassified 

material type in organic outflows. For example, reporting entities have sent outflows of 

“compost” to composting facilities (which should be producing compost, not receiving it). 

Reporting entities have also often reported outflows with a heterogeneous material type, 

such as “mixed organics,” without providing the constituent materials of that outflow. 

RDRS staff remind reporting entities that constituent materials are required unless a 

reporting entity has no information on the constituents (RDRS Regulations, section 

18815.9(a)(2)(D)). 

This Bulletin describes how to report organic material sent to composting facilities. To 

assist reporting entities with understanding and completing this portion of their reporting 

obligations, a simplified stepwise process is provided below. 

Additionally, this Bulletin provides two examples, which include images, of how the 

required reporting should be completed. Example 1 illustrates how to complete the 

required reporting when a transfer/processor sends “mixed organics” to a composting 

facility. Example 2 outlines the steps required to complete reporting when green bin 

materials are separated by the sending transfer/processing facility into discrete green 

waste and food waste streams prior to being sent to a composting facility. Short 

summaries of the examples are provided alongside step-by-step instructions. 

Reporting Organic Material Sent to Composting Facilities: Simplified Stepwise 
Process 

Step 1 – Enable the Recycling/Composting Outflow Material Stream 
If your facility sends organic material to a composting facility for processing, and if that 

composting facility has a different RDRS number than your facility, then the outflow 

should be reported in the recycling/composting stream. Add the Recycling/Composting 

outflow stream in the Outflows tab of RDRS by clicking the “Edit” button and checking 

the Recycling/Composting checkbox (below the Methods questions). Then click the 

“Save” button. 



Step 2 – Create a Recycling/Composting Outflow for Each Destination 
After enabling the Recycling/Composting outflow stream, add a Recycling/Composting 

outflow for each composting destination to which your facility sent organic material in a 

given reporting period. If you sent organics to multiple composting facilities, repeat this 

step for each facility. 

Step 3 – Enter Tons for the Outflow 
For each recycling/composting outflow (i.e., each destination), you will be required to 

choose at least one material type and enter the tonnage for that outflow. When entering 

tons, if your facility sent multiple outflows to the same composter, the tonnage of those 

outflows should be summed and reported as one ONLY if the material type(s) of those 

outflows were all the same. If the material type(s) differed among the outflows, then you 

will need to report the tons separately for each material type outflow group (see 

Example 1, Steps 4 and 5). 

Step 4 – Choose an Initial Material Type for Each Destination 
For each recycling/composting outflow (i.e., each destination), you will be required to 

choose at least one material type. When choosing material type, keep in mind the 

following: 

• The “compost” material type should not be chosen when sending material to a 

composting facility, since composting facilities generate rather than accept 

compost. 

• Some material types are classified as heterogeneous, which requires reporting of 

constituent materials. Constituent material reporting is shown in Step 5. 

• If your facility sent multiple outflows to the same composter, and if the material 

types of those outflows were not all the same, then you must report the outflows 

separately by adding multiple material types. After you add the first material type 

and save the tonnage, you will be able to add additional material types (Step 6). 

Step 5 – Enter Constituent Materials, if Required 
For heterogeneous material types, RDRS will require you to enter the constituents that 

were present in that mixed material. When completing the constituents section, note the 

following: 

• If you do not know the constituents, indicate that in RDRS. Marking that you do 

not know the constituents means that you have absolutely no information about 

the constituents of the material. RDRS staff will investigate the use of this 

certification. 

• If your facility sent multiple outflows of the same heterogeneous material type to 

the same composter, but the constituents of those outflows differed, then you 

must report separately the tons of each heterogeneous mixture with different 

constituent materials (see Step 6). 



Step 6 – Enter Additional Material Types, if Necessary 
Multiple outflows sent to the same composter with different material types should be 

reported separately. After adding the initial material type (Step 4) and saving the tons, 

add additional material types if necessary. After you have added all necessary material 

types, go back to the Outflows tab and add additional recycling/composting outflows as 

needed. 

Example 1 Summary 

A transfer/processing facility or operation reports sending unprocessed material from 

residential curbside organics bins to a composting facility with a different RDRS number 

inside California, for processing. The information is reported in the 

Recycling/Composting table of the Outflows tab (Title 14, CCR, Section 

18815.5(a)(2)(A)) as laid out below: 

 

In this example, 234.70 tons of “Mixed Organics” are reported, which is a 

heterogeneous material type. Therefore, the reporting entity is required to report the 

constituent materials (Title 14, CCR, Section 18815.9(a)(2)(D)). 

Clicking the “➡️Select” button reveals that the Constituent Materials reported were 

“Branches and/or Stumps,” “Leaves and/or Grass,” and “Post-Consumer Food Waste.” 

 

Completing the Reporting for Example 1 

1. Complete Collection Methods and Inflows tabs prior to adding Outflows. 

2. Click on the Outflows tab to navigate to Outflows. 



3. Click the “Edit” button and answer the questions. 

 
4. Answer the Methods questions. 

 
5. Under “Outflow Stream,” ensure “Recycling/Composting” is checked (in addition to 

any other outflow streams required to be reported. Since the Transfer/Processor in 

the image below also has material sent to solid waste disposal and for 

brokering/transporting, those boxes are checked in the example as well). Click the 

“Save” button when you are finished. This will take you back to the main Outflows 



page. 

 
6. Click the “+ Add Recycling/Composting Outflow” button on the top-left of the 

Recycling/Composting Outflow table. 

 
7. This takes you to the Add Outflow screen. Click the “RDRS ID or Facility Name*” 

drop-down and begin typing the name to add the composting facility or operation. 

The drop-down list will filter in real-time based on your input. Click the facility once it 

appears to select it or add it if the facility is not listed. In this example, the destination 

facility is located inside California. If the composting destination is outside California, 

only the Region is required (State, Country, Tribal Land).  



 

 



 
8. Click the “Material Type” drop-down under “Material” and type “mixed organics.” 

Select “Organics – Mixed Organics – Mixed Organics.” 

 
9. This Material Type is considered heterogeneous. Another box will appear below, 

titled “Constituent Materials for Heterogeneous Material Type.” Click the “+ Add 

Constituent Material” button. In the instance that a reporting entity does not know the 

constituent materials, there is a checkbox above the table “Constituent Materials for 

Heterogeneous Material Type” to certify that you cannot determine the list of 



constituent materials. 

 
10. Enter the Constituent Materials. In this instance, Branches and/or Stumps, Leaves 

and/or Grass, and Post-Consumer Food Waste were the constituent materials in the 

municipal curbside organics bin. Click the drop-down under Constituent Material and 

search for appropriate materials by typing to filter the list, locating the appropriate 

material type, and adding them sequentially using the “+ Add Constituent Material” 

button. 

 

 



11. Enter the total tons sent to that facility over the course of the quarter for this group of 

constituents. Click the “Save” button to return to the Outflow Details page. 

 
12. If you sent any other Material Types (or the same Material Type with different 

constituent materials) to this composting facility, click the “+ Add Material” button to 

repeat the process from Step 8. Otherwise, click the “Back” button to return to the 



Outflows tab. 

 
13. Complete the rest of the required reporting and submit. 

Example 2 Summary 

A transfer/processing facility or operation processes inbound organics into food waste 

and green waste streams prior to sending them to two different compostable material 

handling facilities (a composting facility and an in-vessel digestion facility) inside 

California for further processing. The information is reported in the 

Recycling/Composting table of the Outflows tab (Title 14, CCR, Section 

18815.5(a)(2)(A)) as laid out below: 



 

 

In this example, 81.24 tons of “Green Waste” were reported, which is a heterogeneous 

material type. Therefore, the reporting entity is required to report the constituent 

materials (Title 14, CCR, Section 18815.9(a)(2)(D)). 

In addition, 54.32 tons of “Post-Consumer Food Waste” were reported, which is a 

homogeneous material type.  

Clicking the “➡️Select” button next to that row reveals that the Constituent Materials of 

Green Waste were “Branches and/or Stumps” and “Leaves and/or Grass.” 

Completing the Reporting for Example 2 

1. Complete Steps 1-7 from Example 1 to add an outflow to the composting facility. 

2. Click the “Material Type” drop-down and type “green waste.” Then, select it from the 

drop-down. 

  



3. This Material Type is considered heterogeneous. Another box will appear below, 

titled “Constituent Materials for Heterogeneous Material Type.” Click the “+ Add 

Constituent Material” button. In the instance that a reporting entity does not know the 

constituent materials, there is a checkbox above the table “Constituent Materials for 

Heterogeneous Material Type” to certify that you cannot determine the list of 

constituent materials. 

 
4. Enter the Constituent Materials. In this instance, Branches and/or Stumps and 

Leaves and/or Grass were the constituent materials resulting from initial processing 

of the municipal curbside organics bin. Click the drop-down under Constituent 

Material and search for appropriate materials by typing to filter the list, locating the 

appropriate material type and adding them sequentially using the “+ Add Constituent 

Material” button.  

 

 



5. Enter the total tons sent to that facility over the course of the quarter for this group of 

constituents. Click the “Save” button to return to the Outflow Details page. 

 
6. If you sent any other Material Types (or the same Material Type with different 

constituent materials) to this composting facility, click the “+ Add Material” button to 

repeat the process from Step 2. Otherwise, click the “Back” button to return to the 

Outflows tab. 

 



7. Click the “+ Add Recycling/Composting Outflow” to add another Outflow destination. 

 
8. Repeat Step 1 to add an outflow to the in-vessel digestion facility. 

9. Click the “Material Type” drop-down and type “post-consumer.” Then, select the 

post-consumer food waste type from the drop-down. 

 



10. Enter the tons and click “Save.” Since this is a homogeneous material type, 

constituent materials are not required to be entered. 

 
11. If you sent any other Material Types (or the same Material Type with different 

constituent materials) to this composting facility, click the “+ Add Material” button to 

repeat the process from Step 9. Otherwise, click the “Back” button to return to the 



Outflows tab. 

 
12. Complete the rest of the required reporting and submit. 
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