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Table ES-1: Estimated Contribution of Each Sector to California’s Overall Disposed Waste

Stream

Sector Est. Percentage  Est. Tons

of Disposed Disposed

Waste Stream Statewide
Commercial 49.5% 19,672,547
Residential 30.0% 11,935,173
Single-family residential 21.6% 8,583,746
Multifamily residential 8.4% 3,351,428
Self-hauled 20.4% 8,115,098
Commercial self-hauled 17.2% 6,812,464
Residential self-hauled 3.3% 1,302,634
Totals 100% 39,722,818

Numbers may not total exactly due to rounding.

Figure 5: Overview of California’s Overall Disposed Waste Stream
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Est.

Material Class Percent
Paper 17.3%
Glass 1.4%
Metal 4.6%
Electronics 0.5%
Plastic 9.6%
Other Organic 32.4%
Inerts and Other 29.1%
HHW 0.3%
Special Waste 3.9%
Mixed Residue 0.8%

Total 100%

—

Contractor’'s Report to the Board
California 2008 Statewide Waste Characterization Study



Table 6: Ten Most Prevalent Material Types in California’s Overall Disposed Waste Stream

Est. Cum.
Material Percent Percent Est. Tons
Food 15.5% 155% 6,158,120
Lumber 14.5% 30.0% 5,765,482
Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 5.5% 355% 2,175,322
Remainder/Composite Paper 5.2% 40.7% 2,056,546
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 4.8% 455% 1,905,897
Remainder/Composite Organic 4.3% 49.8% 1,719,743
Leaves and Grass 3.8% 53.6% 1,512,832
Bulky Items 3.5% 57.1% 1,393,091
Carpet 3.2% 60.3% 1,285,473
Rock, Soil and Fines 3.2% 63.5% 1,259,308
Total 63.5% 25,231,814

Any differences between cumulative percent figures and the sum of estimated percent figures are due to
rounding.
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Table 7: Composition of California’s Overall Disposed Waste Stream

Est. Est. Est. Est.
Material Percent +/- Tons  Material Percent +/- Tons
Paper 17.3% 6,859,121 Other Organic 32.4% 12,888,039
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 4.8% 0.9% 1,905,897 Food 15.5% 1.9% 6,158,120
Paper Bags 0.4% 0.1% 155,848 Leaves and Grass 3.8% 0.7% 1,512,832
Newspaper 1.3% 0.3% 499,960 Prunings and Trimmings 2.7% 1.5% 1,058,854
White Ledger Paper 0.7% 0.3% 259,151 Branches and Stumps 0.6% 0.4% 245,830
Other Office Paper 1.2% 0.6% 472,147 Manures 0.1% 0.1% 20,373
Magazines and Catalogs 0.7% 0.2% 283,069 Textiles 2.2% 0.3% 886,814
Phone Books and Directories 0.1% 0.0% 24,149 Carpet 3.2% 2.0% 1,285,473
Other Miscellaneous Paper 3.0% 0.4% 1,202,354 Remainder/Composite Organic 4.3% 0.5% 1,719,743
Remainder/Composite Paper 5.2% 0.7% 2,056,546
Inerts and Other 29.1% 11,577,768
Glass 1.4% 565,844 Concrete 1.2% 0.4% 483,367
Clear Glass Bottles and Containers 0.5% 0.1% 196,093 Asphalt Paving 0.3% 0.4% 129,834
Green Glass Bottles and Containers 0.2% 0.1% 79,491 Asphalt Roofing 2.8% 1.5% 1,121,945
Brown Glass Bottles and Containers 0.3% 0.1% 108,953 Lumber 14.5% 2.2% 5,765,482
Other Colored Glass Bottles and Containers 0.1% 0.0% 40,570 Gypsum Board 1.6% 0.7% 642,511
Flat Glass 0.1% 0.1% 33,899 Rock, Soil and Fines 3.2% 1.1% 1,259,308
Remainder/Composite Glass 0.3% 0.1% 106,838 Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 5.5% 1.3% 2,175,322
Metal 4.6% 1,809,684 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 0.3% 120,752
Tin/Steel Cans 0.6% 0.1% 236,405 Paint 0.1% 0.1% 48,025
Major Appliances 0.0% 0.1% 17,120 Vehicle and Equipment Fluids 0.0% 0.0% 6,424
Used Oil Filters 0.0% 0.0% 3,610 Used Oil 0.0% 0.0% 3,348
Other Ferrous 2.0% 0.4% 801,704 Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 19,082
Aluminum Cans 0.1% 0.0% 47,829 Remainder/Composite Household Hazardous 0.1% 0.1% 43,873
Other Non-Ferrous 0.2% 0.1% 84,268
Remainder/Composite Metal 1.6% 0.5% 618,747 Special Waste 3.9% 1,546,470
Ash 0.1% 0.1% 40,736
Electronics 0.5% 216,297 Treated Medical Waste 0.0% 0.0% 0
Brown Goods 0.2% 0.1% 76,725 Bulky Items 3.5% 1.2% 1,393,091
Computer-related Electronics 0.1% 0.1% 32,932 Tires 0.2% 0.1% 60,180
Other Small Consumer Electronics 0.1% 0.0% 34,588 Remainder/Composite Special Waste 0.1% 0.1% 52,463
Video Display Devices 0.2% 0.1% 72,053
Mixed Residue 0.8% 330,891
Plastic 9.6% 3,807,952 Mixed Residue 0.8% 0.2% 330,891
PETE Containers 0.5% 0.1% 199,644
HDPE Containers 0.4% 0.1% 157,779
Miscellaneous Plastic Containers 0.4% 0.1% 163,008
Plastic Trash Bags 0.9% 0.1% 361,997
Plastic Grocery and Other Merchandise Bags 0.3% 0.0% 123,405
Non-Bag Commercial and Industrial Packaging Film 0.5% 0.2% 194,863
Film Products 0.3% 0.2% 113,566
Other Film 1.4% 0.3% 554,002
Durable Plastic Items 2.1% 0.4% 834,970 Totals 100.0% 39,722,818
Remainder/Composite Plastic 2.8% 0.7% 1,104,719 Sample Count 751

Confidence intervals calculated at the 90% confidence level. Percentages for material types may not total 100% due to rounding.
More detailed composition tables can be found in Appendix D: Expanded Statewide Waste Characterization Tables
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Figure 6: Overview of Commercial Disposed Waste
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Table 9: Ten Most Prevalent Material Types in Commercial Disposed Waste

Est. Cum.
Material Percent Percent Est. Tons
Lumber 15.7% 15.7% 3,088,666
Food 15.4% 31.1% 3,032,805
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 7.2% 38.4% 1,423,530
Remainder/Composite Paper 6.2% 445% 1,218,271
Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 5.1% 49.6% 994,839
Remainder/Composite Plastic 4.0% 53.6% 788,056
Carpet 3.5% 57.2% 697,461
Prunings and Trimmings 3.3% 60.5% 658,051
Remainder/Composite Organic 3.2% 63.7% 628,700
Other Miscellaneous Paper 3.0% 66.7% 587,236
Total 66.7% 13,117,616

Any differences between cumulative percent figures and the sum of estimated percent figures are due to
rounding.
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Table 10: Composition of Commercial Disposed Waste

Est. Est. Est. Est.
Material Percent +/- Tons Material Percent +/- Tons
Paper 20.7% 4,072,311 Other Organic 30.4% 5,982,161
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 7.2% 1.8% 1,423,530 Food 15.4% 3.7% 3,032,805
Paper Bags 0.4% 0.1% 71,741 Leaves and Grass 3.0% 1.0% 584,919
Newspaper 1.0% 0.3% 190,237 Prunings and Trimmings 3.3% 2.9% 658,051
White Ledger Paper 1.0% 0.5% 202,791 Branches and Stumps 0.5% 0.5% 100,513
Other Office Paper 1.3% 1.1% 249,456 Manures 0.0% 0.0% 149
Magazines and Catalogs 0.6% 0.3% 117,828 Textiles 1.4% 0.4% 279,563
Phone Books and Directories 0.1% 0.1% 11,220 Carpet 3.5% 3.6% 697,461
Other Miscellaneous Paper 3.0% 0.6% 587,236 Remainder/Composite Organic 3.2% 0.8% 628,700
Remainder/Composite Paper 6.2% 1.3% 1,218,271
Inerts and Other 27.8% 5,461,616
Glass 1.2% 245,547 Concrete 0.9% 0.5% 167,312
Clear Glass Bottles and Containers 0.4% 0.2% 85,349 Asphalt Paving 0.0% 0.0% 4,786
Green Glass Bottles and Containers 0.2% 0.1% 29,764 Asphalt Roofing 2.3% 2.6% 455,701
Brown Glass Bottles and Containers 0.3% 0.1% 51,366 Lumber 15.7% 3.2% 3,088,666
Other Colored Glass Bottles and Containers 0.0% 0.0% 7,798 Gypsum Board 1.5% 1.3% 300,703
Flat Glass 0.1% 0.1% 16,927 Rock, Soil and Fines 2.3% 1.4% 449,609
Remainder/Composite Glass 0.3% 0.2% 54,343 Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 5.1% 2.0% 994,839
Metal 4.5% 880,362 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 0.3% 55,007
Tin/Steel Cans 0.6% 0.2% 113,789 Paint 0.2% 0.2% 41,084
Major Appliances 0.1% 0.1% 17,120 Vehicle and Equipment Fluids 0.0% 0.0% 1,076
Used Oil Filters 0.0% 0.0% 234 Used Oil 0.0% 0.0% 146
Other Ferrous 2.0% 0.6% 398,270 Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 4,768
Aluminum Cans 0.1% 0.0% 20,169 Remainder/Composite Household Hazardous 0.0% 0.0% 7,934
Other Non-Ferrous 0.2% 0.1% 43,557
Remainder/Composite Metal 1.5% 0.8% 287,223 Special Waste 3.1% 617,641
Ash 0.2% 0.2% 32,314
Electronics 0.5% 96,710 Treated Medical Waste 0.0% 0.0% o]
Brown Goods 0.2% 0.1% 38,583 Bulky Items 2.5% 1.7% 489,093
Computer-related Electronics 0.0% 0.0% 2,686 Tires 0.3% 0.3% 55,700
Other Small Consumer Electronics 0.1% 0.0% 10,516 Remainder/Composite Special Waste 0.2% 0.2% 40,534
Video Display Devices 0.2% 0.3% 44,926
Mixed Residue 0.1% 28,507
Plastic 11.3% 2,232,684 Mixed Residue 0.1% 0.1% 28,507
PETE Containers 0.5% 0.1% 89,177
HDPE Containers 0.4% 0.1% 74,261
Miscellaneous Plastic Containers 0.4% 0.1% 84,301
Plastic Trash Bags 1.2% 0.3% 233,075
Plastic Grocery and Other Merchandise Bags 0.2% 0.1% 43,671
Non-Bag Commercial and Industrial Packaging Film 0.8% 0.4% 166,675
Film Products 0.2% 0.1% 38,321
Other Film 1.7% 0.6% 329,444
Durable Plastic Items 2.0% 0.6% 385,704 Totals 100.0% 19,672,547
Remainder/Composite Plastic 4.0% 1.4% 788,056 Sample Count 250

Confidence intervals calculated at the 90% confidence level. Percentages for material types may not total 100% due to rounding.
More detailed composition tables can be found in Appendix D: Expanded Statewide Waste Characterization Tables
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Figure 7: Overview of Overall Residential Disposed Waste

Special Waste iy e Residue

0,
glgl//v 1.5% 2 506 -
27 fg%g Material Class Percent
. 0
Inerts and Paper 10.6%
Other Gl

ass Glass 2.4%

11.2% 2 4%
70 Metal 4.0%
Metal Electronics 0.7%
4.0% Plastic 9.2%
Other Organic 48.6%
Electronics Inerts and Other 11.2%
0.7% HHW 0.3%
Plastic Special Waste 1.5%
. Mi Resi 2.5%
Other Organic 9.2% ixed Residue 5%
48.6% Total 100%
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Table 11: Ten Most Prevalent Material Types in Overall Residential Disposed Waste

Est. Cum.
Material Percent Percent Est. Tons
Food 25.4% 25.4% 3,034,040
Remainder/Composite Organic 8.4% 33.8% 1,002,937
Lumber 6.7% 40.5% 794,897
Leaves and Grass 6.0%  46.5% 715,353
Remainder/Composite Paper 6.0% 52.5% 714,716
Other Miscellaneous Paper 4.5% 57.0% 538,988
Textiles 4.2% 61.2% 506,658
Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 2.8% 64.1% 339,929
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 2.7% 66.8% 323,058
Mixed Residue 2.5% 69.3% 297,515
Total 69.3% 8,268,092

Any differences between cumulative percent figures and the sum of estimated percent figures are due to
rounding.
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Table 12: Composition of Overall Residential Disposed Waste

Est. Est. Est. Est.
Material Percent +/- Tons Material Percent +/- Tons
Paper 19.6% 2,337,272 Other Organic 48.6% 5,800,260
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 2.7% 0.4% 323,058 Food 25.4% 2.2% 3,034,040
Paper Bags 0.5% 0.1% 59,705 Leaves and Grass 6.0% 1.3% 715,353
Newspaper 2.4% 0.6% 288,196 Prunings and Trimmings 1.9% 0.7% 225,375
White Ledger Paper 0.4% 0.1% 43,352 Branches and Stumps 0.1% 0.1% 17,032
Other Office Paper 1.7% 0.4% 203,895 Manures 0.2% 0.2% 20,224
Magazines and Catalogs 1.3% 0.2% 153,431 Textiles 4.2% 0.7% 506,658
Phone Books and Directories 0.1% 0.1% 11,929 Carpet 2.3% 2.2% 278,641
Other Miscellaneous Paper 4.5% 0.5% 538,988 Remainder/Composite Organic 8.4% 1.1% 1,002,937
Remainder/Composite Paper 6.0% 0.6% 714,716
Inerts and Other 11.2% 1,340,446
Glass 2.4% 282,933 Concrete 0.5% 0.4% 63,281
Clear Glass Bottles and Containers 0.9% 0.2% 106,493 Asphalt Paving 0.0% 0.0% 544
Green Glass Bottles and Containers 0.4% 0.1% 48,187 Asphalt Roofing 0.2% 0.1% 22,010
Brown Glass Bottles and Containers 0.5% 0.2% 55,403 Lumber 6.7% 3.2% 794,897
Other Colored Glass Bottles and Containers 0.2% 0.1% 29,633 Gypsum Board 0.2% 0.1% 28,585
Flat Glass 0.0% 0.0% 1,125 Rock, Soil and Fines 0.8% 0.5% 91,199
Remainder/Composite Glass 0.4% 0.2% 42,093 Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 2.8% 1.8% 339,929
Metal 4.0% 478,431 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 0.3% 34,117
Tin/Steel Cans 1.0% 0.1% 115,920 Paint 0.0% 0.0% 3,449
Major Appliances 0.0% 0.0% 0] Vehicle and Equipment Fluids 0.0% 0.0% 4,252
Used Oil Filters 0.0% 0.0% 3,012 Used Oil 0.0% 0.0% 2,843
Other Ferrous 1.3% 0.4% 149,347 Batteries 0.1% 0.1% 13,376
Aluminum Cans 0.2% 0.0% 26,171 Remainder/Composite Household Hazardous 0.1% 0.0% 10,196
Other Non-Ferrous 0.3% 0.1% 31,512
Remainder/Composite Metal 1.3% 0.4% 152,469 Special Waste 1.5% 174,453
Ash 0.1% 0.0% 6,960
Electronics 0.7% 86,262 Treated Medical Waste 0.0% 0.0% (o]
Brown Goods 0.2% 0.1% 28,421 Bulky Items 1.3% 1.0% 154,051
Computer-related Electronics 0.1% 0.1% 11,357 Tires 0.0% 0.0% 2,570
Other Small Consumer Electronics 0.2% 0.1% 23,388 Remainder/Composite Special Waste 0.1% 0.1% 10,873
Video Display Devices 0.2% 0.2% 23,096
Mixed Residue 2.5% 297,515
Plastic 9.2% 1,103,485 Mixed Residue 2.5% 0.8% 297,515
PETE Containers 0.9% 0.1% 105,170
HDPE Containers 0.7% 0.1% 78,846
Miscellaneous Plastic Containers 0.6% 0.1% 74,429
Plastic Trash Bags 0.9% 0.1% 109,464
Plastic Grocery and Other Merchandise Bags 0.6% 0.1% 76,760
Non-Bag Commercial and Industrial Packaging Film 0.0% 0.0% 4,422
Film Products 0.1% 0.1% 6,428
Other Film 1.7% 0.2% 207,770
Durable Plastic Items 2.0% 0.5% 238,180 Totals 100.0% 11,935,173
Remainder/Composite Plastic 1.7% 0.2% 202,017 Sample Count 251

Confidence intervals calculated at the 90% confidence level. Percentages for material types may not total 100% due to rounding.
More detailed composition tables can be found in Appendix D: Expanded Statewide Waste Characterization Tables
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Figure 8: Overview of Single-Family Residential Disposed Waste
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Figure 9: Overview of Multifamily Residential Disposed Waste
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Electronics

Est.
Material Class Percent
Paper 18.7%
Glass 2.1%
Metal 4.1%
Electronics 0.7%
Plastic 10.0%
Other Organic 51.1%
Inerts and Other 9.6%
HHW 0.3%
Special Waste 0.3%
Mixed Residue 3.0%
Total 100.0%
Est.
Material Class Percent
Paper 21.8%
Glass 3.1%
Metal 3.7%
Electronics 0.7%
Plastic 7.3%
Other Organic 42.1%
Inerts and Other 15.4%
HHW 0.3%
Special Waste 4.5%
Mixed Residue 1.1%
Total 100%
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Figure 10: Overview of Overall Self-hauled Disposed Waste
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Numbers may not total exactly due to rounding.

Table 20: Ten Most Prevalent Material Types in Overall Self-hauled Disposed Waste

Est. Cum.
Material Percent Percent Est. Tons
Lumber 23.2% 23.2% 1,881,918
Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 10.4% 33.5% 840,554
Bulky Items 9.2% 42.8% 749,947
Rock, Soil and Fines 8.9% 51.6% 718,500
Asphalt Roofing 7.9% 59.6% 644,234
Gypsum Board 3.9% 63.4% 313,223
Carpet 3.8% 67.3% 309,371
Other Ferrous 3.1% 70.4% 254,087
Concrete 3.1% 73.5% 252,774
Leaves and Grass 2.6% 76.1% 212,560
Total 76.1% 6,177,167

Any differences between cumulative percent figures and the sum of estimated percent figures are due to
rounding.
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Table 21: Composition of Overall Self-hauled Disposed Waste

Est. Est. Est. Est.
Material Percent +/- Tons  Material Percent +/- Tons
Paper 5.5% 449,539 Other Organic 13.6% 1,105,618
Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 2.0% 0.6% 159,309 Food 1.1% 0.5% 91,275
Paper Bags 0.3% 0.2% 24,402 Leaves and Grass 2.6% 1.1% 212,560
Newspaper 0.3% 0.3% 21,526 Prunings and Trimmings 2.2% 1.2% 175,428
White Ledger Paper 0.2% 0.2% 13,008 Branches and Stumps 1.6% 1.4% 128,285
Other Office Paper 0.2% 0.3% 18,795 Manures 0.0% 0.0% 0]
Magazines and Catalogs 0.1% 0.1% 11,810 Textiles 1.2% 0.5% 100,593
Phone Books and Directories 0.0% 0.0% 999 Carpet 3.8% 2.4% 309,371
Other Miscellaneous Paper 0.9% 0.8% 76,130 Remainder/Composite Organic 1.1% 0.4% 88,106
Remainder/Composite Paper 1.5% 0.7% 123,558
Inerts and Other 58.8% 4,775,706
Glass 0.5% 37,364 Concrete 3.1% 1.5% 252,774
Clear Glass Bottles and Containers 0.1% 0.0% 4,251 Asphalt Paving 1.5% 2.0% 124,504
Green Glass Bottles and Containers 0.0% 0.0% 1,540 Asphalt Roofing 7.9% 3.5% 644,234
Brown Glass Bottles and Containers 0.0% 0.0% 2,184 Lumber 23.2% 5.5% 1,881,918
Other Colored Glass Bottles and Containers 0.0% 0.1% 3,139 Gypsum Board 3.9% 1.8% 313,223
Flat Glass 0.2% 0.2% 15,848 Rock, Soil and Fines 8.9% 4.2% 718,500
Remainder/Composite Glass 0.1% 0.1% 10,403 Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 10.4% 3.7% 840,554
Metal 5.6% 450,890 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 0.4% 31,628
Tin/Steel Cans 0.1% 0.0% 6,696 Paint 0.0% 0.0% 3,492
Major Appliances 0.0% 0.0% 0 Vehicle and Equipment Fluids 0.0% 0.0% 1,096
Used Oil Filters 0.0% 0.0% 364 Used Oil 0.0% 0.0% 359
Other Ferrous 3.1% 1.0% 254,087 Batteries 0.0% 0.0% 938
Aluminum Cans 0.0% 0.0% 1,489 Remainder/Composite Household Hazardous 0.3% 0.4% 25,743
Other Non-Ferrous 0.1% 0.1% 9,199
Remainder/Composite Metal 2.2% 1.2% 179,056 Special Waste 9.3% 754,376
Ash 0.0% 0.0% 1,462
Electronics 0.4% 33,325 Treated Medical Waste 0.0% 0.0% 0
Brown Goods 0.1% 0.1% 9,721 Bulky Items 9.2% 3.7% 749,947
Computer-related Electronics 0.2% 0.4% 18,888 Tires 0.0% 0.0% 1,910
Other Small Consumer Electronics 0.0% 0.0% 685 Remainder/Composite Special Waste 0.0% 0.0% 1,056
Video Display Devices 0.0% 0.0% 4,031
Mixed Residue 0.1% 4,870
Plastic 5.8% 471,782 Mixed Residue 0.1% 0.0% 4,870
PETE Containers 0.1% 0.0% 5,296
HDPE Containers 0.1% 0.0% 4,672
Miscellaneous Plastic Containers 0.1% 0.0% 4,279
Plastic Trash Bags 0.2% 0.1% 19,458
Plastic Grocery and Other Merchandise Bags 0.0% 0.0% 2,974
Non-Bag Commercial and Industrial Packaging Film 0.3% 0.2% 23,767
Film Products 0.8% 0.9% 68,817
Other Film 0.2% 0.1% 16,787
Durable Plastic Items 2.6% 1.3% 211,086 Totals 100.0% 8,115,098
Remainder/Composite Plastic 1.4% 0.8% 114,646 Sample Count 250

Confidence intervals calculated at the 90% confidence level. Percentages for material types may not total 100% due to rounding.
More detailed composition tables can be found in Appendix D: Expanded Statewide Waste Characterization Tables
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Figure 11: Overview of Commercial Self-hauled Disposed Waste
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Figure 12: Overview of Residential Self-hauled Disposed Waste
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